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What does it takes to 
become successful?

Being successful is en vogue. It always has been. Having success can 
lead to a happier and better life. 

 
Some people are happy because they live a happy family life.

 
 Some are happy because they have been able to 

get a job, climb a mountain or got to date someone. 
Being successful means different things to different people - but

becoming successful might require the same steps for many of us -
generally speaking.

Reading books will really help you to get ahead in life. Some books give
you several decades of life experience of some of the most successful
people that have ever lived. If you make their experience the basis of

your decisions instead of jumping off every cliff life is presenting to you -
you will save an enormous amount of time and energy and drastically

boost your overall efficiency and focus. Let the likes of Napoleon,
Churchill and Steve Jobs inform your acting and thinking and allow them

to have a voice in the different situations of your life.
 

Your time is always very limited and reading a book can take several
days. The fact of the matter is that you don´t need to read all the books in
the world. Why? Because you don’t need to solve all the problems in the
world - you just need to solve your problems.  Read the books that are

relevant for your problems and your strengths. Be specific. If you want to
know more about money: read the best books about money. If you want
to know more about influence - read books about influence. If you want
to know how to cook or how to raise attention read books that answer

these questions.
 

Today it is relatively easy to approach the author of a certain book
personally. Many authors love to talk about the ideas of their own book -
especially in case you provide an interesting podium for them to share
their ideas in front of a very huge or very select audience. Make use of

that opportunity to personally get to know some of the leading people of
our time. Make their wisdom your wisdom!



Surround your self with positive
people

Make sure you have got the right people around you. They are the ones
giving you ideas, feedback, encouragement or discouragement - they
are the ones that are lifting you up or talking you down. Your friends

determine what you speak about, how you speak about it and whether
or not you gain or lose social capital and network. Your friends are the

ones responsible for a project to work, for a meeting to happen and for a
problem to be solved. The bigger, the wiser, the more intelligent your

friends are, the bigger, the wiser and the more 
intelligent you will become.

 
Interestingly enough many people don´t spend a great deal of analysis
about who they hang out with. They miscellaneously meet someone

somewhere and in case the other person is active enough they intensify
and keep the contact. If you look into the abyss the abyss looks back into

you. Miscellaneous friends lead to miscellaneous results. If 4 of your
friends are poor you are going to be the fifth. If 4 of your friends are

criminals -chances are you are going to be the fifth. If 4 of your friends
are rich - chances are you are going to be the fifth. If 4 of your friends are

wise - chances are you are going to be the fifth. It is therefore not only
important to look out for the right people - but to disassociate yourself

from the wrong people. Hanging out with the wrong people will ruin your
life. Their problems will become your problems, their mindset and

network will hugely influence yours. Define categories your friends have
to meet and make decisions whom you are going to keep out and whom

you are going to take in. Smartly develop your inner circle: Proactively
approach some of your friends with a mandate to give you feedback in

certain areas of your life and deny this access to others.
 

Another thing to be aware of is that you always attract who you are. If
you are lazy you will attract other lazy people whilst putting hard
working people of. If you are superficial you will also attract other

superficial people and so on. You change who you attract by changing
yourself.

 
You shall know them by their fruits. You will always be able to tell the

quality of a relationship by having a look at the fruits it is producing. Good
relationships will always produce good fruit, bad relationships will

produce bad fruit.



Having an idea, an impression or a resolution is nice. However if you want
to get real about it you will also need to have 

a plan to turn it into a reality.
 

Oftentimes setting yourself a goal or coming up with a new years
resolution is completely pointless because you haven´t developed a plan

of action to follow through on your idea. 
 

Benjamin Franklin nailed it when he said: “If you fail to plan - you plan to
fail.” If you want to lose weight, if you want to gain muscle, if you want to
stop smoking or become a marathon runner, a member of Congress or
the chairman of a large company - having the goal alone won´t get you
very far. You need a specific plan of action and concrete and workable

steps to achieve what you want over a longer period of time. 
 

Always remember that you won´t reach your goal in a day but by taking
daily steps. 

 
Planning takes time, determination and commitment. 

Naturally the concerted approach will significantly reduce the number of
ideas you´ll be able to pursue. 

 
That means you have to be smart which project you decide to

implement. Watch your return on investment and ask yourself whether
you are really behind your projects. 

 
Once you have decided to go for something it´s a great idea to identify
28 ways that will help you reach the goal that you have set yourself. 

 
Be sure to engage in activities that will make it more likely to get to your

desired destination.

Set yourself a limited amount of goals
and attach a concrete plan of action to

it - then follow it through.


